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Trend of IR in Japan: Emergence of IR Including Management,
Teaching and Learning and Research

Reiko Yamada

Faculty of Social Studies, Doshisha University

In recent years, interest in IR, which was developed at universities in the United
States in the 1960s, has increased. IRs in the US are well established in areas such as uni-
versity management support, decision support, strategic planning, academic improvement
and assessment, but IRs related to research are decentralized, and are conducted by the
department in charge of research rather than within the organization’s IR division. On the
other hand, in Japan, many universities aim to achieve a global reach, and the number
of universities engaged in “Research IR” is increasing due to external pressure to raise
their ranking. The IR in Japan currently changes with policy trends, and it is extremely
difficult to provide a unified definition of IR because of its various functions. This paper
first examines the definition of IR and explores the relationship with the trend of IR from
the relationship with the environment surrounding higher education in Japan. Next, after
defining research IR so as to measure the quality of published journals (qualitative indi-
cators), the number of articles and the number of citations (quantitative indicators), etc.,
through a web survey targeting URA, we examine what type of university is affected by
the visualization of research results of research IR activities. Based on the results of the
web survey, the research IR might have had a beneficial effect not only in the immediate
past, but also over a 10-year span, on universities that accepted a small amount of money
per case of scientific research expenses. Despite the limited data at this time, research
IR is not necessarily developed for only large-scale research universities, but also has a
positive effect on universities with a small amount of money accepted per case of scientific
research expenses.

Key words: Decision making support, IR, research support, academic excellence, ranking, quality assurance.



