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Abstract

There has always been a close link between statistical applications and the devel-
opment of new statistical theory and methods. Even straightforward applications of
standard methods can give rise to theoretical challenges leading to new statistical
ideas. In my lecture, I will briefly review a few of the statistical developments in my
own published papers and describe the applications which gave rise to them. I will
then outline some current work on publication bias, one of the outstanding problems
in the interpretation of literature reviews, particularly in the medical sciences.
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