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Donald Richards %&#us

It is my honor and pleasure to visit the Institute of Statistical Mathematics. This is my first visit
to the ISM, although I have known for decades of its world-class reputation, and the professional
and social environments here in Tachikawa are stimulating and rewarding. I am grateful to
Professor Satoshi Kuriki and his colleagues for the opportunity to work with them and
experience their superb facilities and warm hospitality, and I look forward to fruitful discussions

with them for years to come. Finally, I thank Ms. Yuki Hasebe and Ms. Kozue Ikeda for the
flawless administrative arrangements underlying my visit.

Warner Marzocchi ®E#4S

I feel honored to be a visiting professor at the Institute of Statistical Mathematics, and I am very
grateful to Dr. Jiancang Zhuang for this opportunity. Working here is a stimulating and enriching
experience for me. ISM is a worldwide recognized center for earthquake statistics, and the
models developed by Prof. Ogata and Dr. Zhuang are widely applied in many regions of the world
to forecast earthquakes. This is a great opportunity to collaborate with them in order to develop
earthquake forecasting models that can be used in Italy to reduce seismic risk in the short-term.
This is a brand new activity in my country that requires robust statistical modeling, and ISM is

the right place where we can get significant advances. Some colleagues of mine visited ISM in
the past and I do hope that this fruitful collaboration between ISM and my institute, Istituto
Nazionale di Geofisica e Vulcanologia, will become stronger and long lasting.

Gareth William Peters =%a#i=

Visiting at the Institute of Statistical Mathematics is always a great opportunity to develop and
progress interesting research methodology in mathematical statistics. The exposure to a
dynamic research environment and the mix of international and Japanese collaborators that
ISM provides is something I look forward to when visiting. In particular the great opportunity

to continue interesting research with Prof. Tomoko Matsui and her research group is a great

honor and I am very pleased to be able to continue to develop our methodological and applied

research together.

This research collaboration is also very important to the joint relationship between the ISM
and University College London(CSML group). This year there are two aspects of particular
interest. The first is that Prof. Matsui and I will host a spatial statistics workshop which will
bring together experts in signal processing and statistics to discuss estimation and modelling
of space-time processes in a range of application domains that we have been exploring in our
joint research. The second is the joint research between ISM and UCL is strengthened by new
collaborations between Prof. Matsui’s group at ISM and my group at UCL with a PhD student
also visiting from UCL to initiate new discussions.
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Nicolaos Emmanuel Synodinos %g#i%

I am greatly honored with the invitation to return to the Institute of Statistical Mathematics as a
Visiting Professor. The Institute provides a wonderful working environment and I would like to
express my sincere thanks to all who make me feel so welcomed here: Domo Arigato Gozaimasu.
I am delighted to be back in Japan to continue my investigations related to various aspects of
Japanese survey and marketing research methods. I look forward to continue this line of

research and to work with Professor Takahiro Tsuchiya.
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