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Current Status and Future Direction of Cancer Statistics in Japan

Tomotaka Sobue

Cancer Information Services and Surveillance Division,
Center for Cancer Control and Information Services, National Cancer Center

Accurate cancer statistics are essential for conducting an evidence-based cancer con-
trol program. Major cancer statistics consist of mortality, incidence and survival. Vital
statistics and population-based cancer registries have been the only system for collect-
ing mortality and incidence, respectively, but survival data can be collected by either
population-based, hospital-based or site-specific cancer registries. Currently in 2010, 38
prefectures and 1 city are operating of population-based cancer registries, but the com-
pleteness is not sufficiently good to be used for the estimation of national cancer incidence.
Only 10-15 registries have been used for this purpose. Since the settlement of the Cancer
Control Act, however, the number of prefectures that actively operate population-based
cancer registries has been increasing and their completeness are expected to improve be-
cause of increasing reports from designated cancer care hospitals which started hospital-
based cancer registries. We need to promote mutual collaboration among population-
based, hospital-based and site-specific cancer registries and data usage, especially in the
field of official statistical data and mathematical modeling.

Key words: Cancer control, cancer registry, mortality, incidence, survival, prevalence.



