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Outline of Environmental Statistics in the Ministry of the Environment

Keiko Segawa

Global Environment Issues Division, Global Environment Bureau, Ministry of the Environment

This paper overviews the possible future development of statistical data on environ-
mental issues collected and summarized by the Ministry of the Environment in Japan.

Considering the necessity for various statistical environmental data in the analysis and
formulation of environment preservation policy planning, the Ministry of the Environment
has published a comprehensive statistical data compendium as an annual report since
2002.

The compilation of environmental state data (e.g. monitoring data of pollutants in
ambient air and public water) should be enhanced in order to make it easier to use these
data sets in policy analysis.

Furthermore, increasing environmental consciousness has lead to the formulation and
implementation of voluntary initiatives for reducing environmental pressures by indus-
tries. The environmental reports of industries and the Pollutant Release and Transfer
Register System have enabled the public to access statistical data on pollutants dis-
charged from the whole business entity and from individual industries. These data could
be fully utilised in considering new formulation of policy planning to combat environmen-
tal degradation. This paper also discusses a statistical trial on the setting of Environment
Quality Standard for sediment polluted by dioxins.

Key words: Environment, monitoring data, emission, greenhouse gas, dioxins, GIS.



